When I met Dayton, he
was a seemingly shy and
timid junior at Palmer
High School where I
serve as the program
coordinator. In my time
here at Palmer, over the
last semester, I’ve built a
friendship with Dayton
where he has truly shown
me the capable, kind,
hardworking young man
that he is.
Dayton has struggled
with grades and motivation. In his almost four years of high school, he’s
only been eligible to show a project with
Future Farmers of America (FFA) once. He
recalls winning first place in one category
and either 4th or 5th place in another.
This month, Dayton will again finally be
able to show a big project that he and 2
other students have been working on for
months. If they win, the Palmer FFA and
Agricultural Department also benefit with
prizes such as new tools and equipment
for their shop. This will be a highlight of
his senior year here at Palmer and his
mentor, Brandy Dillon couldn’t be more
ecstatic about his success!
“He has matured into a hardworking
adult,” said Dillon. “He has followed his

passion and talent in welding and has been bragged upon by current
and former teachers. When I started mentoring him as a freshman, I
had no idea what I was doing. I just knew I wanted him to graduate and
it seemed so far off. He has done well at school and in life and grown in
positive ways each year,” she said.
“He has probably taught me more than I’ve taught him. I will watch
him graduate this year and I am so proud of him.”
Dayton will graduate this spring and plans to continue his education for
a career in welding at Texas State Technical College (TSTC).
“I’m looking forward to TSTC and seeing where it leads me. Welding
and fabrication is my passion,” said Branscum.
I’m no expert but having seen his work and the heart he puts into it, I
have no doubt he will succeed in every way!
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